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1 So in original. Citation probably should include references to 

sections 207a and 212a–3. 
2 So in original. Two subsecs. (b) have been enacted. 

States Secret Service Uniformed Division, the 
Capitol Police, and the Metropolitan Police 
force of the District of Columbia shall bear a 
distinctive patch, pin, or other emblem depict-
ing the flag of the United States or the colors 
thereof. 

(b) The Secretary of the Interior in the case of 
the United States Park Police force, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury in the case of the United 
States Secret Service Uniformed Division, the 
Capitol Police Board in the case of the Capitol 
Police, and the Mayor of the District of Colum-
bia in the case of the Metropolitan Police force 
shall prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of this section. 

(Pub. L. 91–297, title II, § 201(a), (b), June 30, 1970, 
84 Stat. 357; Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, § 421, Dec. 24, 
1973, 87 Stat. 789; Pub. L. 95–179, Nov. 15, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1371.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–179 substituted ‘‘United States Secret 

Service Uniformed Division’’ for ‘‘Executive Protective 

Service’’ wherever appearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 201(c) of Pub. L. 91–297 provided that: ‘‘This 

section [enacting this section] shall take effect one 

hundred and eighty days after the date of enactment of 

this title [June 30, 1970].’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Office of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as es-

tablished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of 

noon Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 

24, 1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of 

District of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioner’’. 

§ 211. Uniform; at whose expense; Capitol Police 

The members of the Capitol police shall fur-
nish, at their own expense, each his own uni-
form, which shall be in exact conformity to that 
required by regulation of the Sergeants at Arms. 

(R.S. § 1825.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1825 derived from act July 20, 1868, ch. 176, § 1, 

15 Stat. 94. 

§ 212. Wearing uniform on duty; Capitol Police 

The officers, privates, and watchmen of the 
Capitol police shall, when on duty, wear the reg-
ulation uniform. 

(Mar. 18, 1904, ch. 716, § 1, 33 Stat. 89.) 

CODIFICATION 

The text of this section was taken from act Mar. 18, 

1904, popularly known as the ‘‘Legislative, Executive 

and Judicial Appropriation Act for the fiscal year end-

ing June 30, 1905’’. Similar provisions were contained in 

the following prior appropriation acts: 

Feb. 25, 1903, ch. 755, § 1, 32 Stat. 857. 

Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, § 1, 31 Stat. 963. 

§ 212a. Policing of Capitol Buildings and 
Grounds; powers of Capitol Police; arrests by 
Capitol Police for crimes of violence; arrests 
by District of Columbia police 

(a) The Capitol Police shall police the United 
States Capitol Buildings and Grounds under the 

direction of the Capitol Police Board, consisting 
of the Sergeant at Arms of the United States 
Senate, the Sergeant at Arms of the House of 
Representatives, and the Architect of the Cap-
itol, and shall have the power to enforce the pro-
visions of sections 193a to 193m, 212a, 212a–2, and 
212b of this title 1 and regulations promulgated 
under section 212b of this title, and to make ar-
rests within the United States Capitol Buildings 
and Grounds for any violations of any law of the 
United States, of the District of Columbia, or of 
any State, or any regulation promulgated pursu-
ant thereto: Provided, That for the fiscal year 
for which appropriations are made by this Act 
the Capitol Police shall have the additional au-
thority to make arrests within the District of 
Columbia for crimes of violence, as defined in 
section 16 of title 18, committed within the Cap-
itol Buildings and Grounds and shall have the 
additional authority to make arrests, without a 
warrant, for crimes of violence, as defined in 
section 16 of title 18, committed in the presence 
of any member of the Capitol Police performing 
official duties: Provided further, That the Metro-
politan Police force of the District of Columbia 
are authorized to make arrests within the 
United States Capitol Buildings and Grounds for 
any violation of any such laws or regulations, 
but such authority shall not be construed as au-
thorizing the Metropolitan Police force, except 
with the consent or upon the request of the Cap-
itol Police Board, to enter such buildings to 
make arrests in response to complaints or to 
serve warrants or to patrol the United States 
Capitol Buildings and Grounds. For the purpose 
of this section, the word ‘‘grounds’’ shall include 
the House Office Buildings parking areas and 
that part or parts of property which have been 
or hereafter are acquired in the District of Co-
lumbia by the Architect of the Capitol, or by an 
officer of the Senate or the House, by lease, pur-
chase, intergovernment transfer, or otherwise, 
for the use of the Senate, the House, or the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol. 

(b) 2 For purposes of this section, ‘‘the United 
States Capitol Buildings and Grounds’’ shall in-
clude any building or facility acquired by the 
Sergeant at Arms of the Senate for the use of 
the Senate for which the Sergeant at Arms of 
the Senate has entered into an agreement with 
the United States Capitol Police for the policing 
of the building or facility. 

(b) 2 For purposes of this section, ‘‘the United 
States Capitol Buildings and Grounds’’ shall in-
clude any building or facility acquired by the 
Chief Administrative Officer of the House of 
Representatives for the use of the House of Rep-
resentatives for which the Chief Administrative 
Officer has entered into an agreement with the 
United States Capitol Police for the policing of 
the building or facility. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 9, 60 Stat. 719; Pub. L. 
93–198, title VII, § 739(g)(4), (5), Dec. 24, 1973, 87 
Stat. 829; Pub. L. 101–520, title I, § 106, formerly 
§ 106(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2264, renumbered 
§ 106 and amended Pub. L. 102–392, title III, § 310, 
Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1723; Pub. L. 102–397, title 
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I, § 103, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1950; Pub. L. 107–117, 
div. B, §§ 901(c)(2), 903(c)(2), Jan. 10, 2002, 115 Stat. 
2316, 2317.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), probably means 

Pub. L. 101–520, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2254, known as the 

Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1991, which 

amended this section generally. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–117, §§ 901(c)(2)(A), 903(b)(2)(A), 

amended section identically, inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before 

‘‘The Capitol Police shall police’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–117, § 903(c)(2)(B), added sub-

sec. (b) relating to buildings or facilities acquired by 

the Chief Administrative Officer of the House of Rep-

resentatives. 
Pub. L. 107–117, § 901(c)(2)(B), added subsec. (b) relat-

ing to buildings or facilities acquired by the Sergeant 

at Arms of the Senate. 
1992—Pub. L. 102–392 and Pub. L. 102–397 amended di-

rectory language of Pub. L. 101–520 identically. See 1990 

Amendment note below. 
1990—Pub. L. 101–520, as amended by Pub. L. 102–392 

and Pub. L. 102–397, amended section generally. Prior to 

amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The Capitol Po-

lice shall police the United States Capitol Buildings 

and Grounds under the direction of the Capitol Police 

Board, consisting of the Sergeant at Arms of the 

United States Senate, the Sergeant at Arms of the 

House of Representatives, and the Architect of the Cap-

itol, and shall have the power to enforce the provisions 

of sections 193a to 193m, 212a, 212a–2, and 212b of this 

title and regulations promulgated under section 212b of 

this title, and to make arrests within the United States 

Capitol Buildings and Grounds for any violations of any 

law of the United States, of the District of Columbia, 

or of any State, or any regulation promulgated pursu-

ant thereto: Provided, That the Metropolitan Police 

force of the District of Columbia are authorized to 

make arrests within the United States Capitol Build-

ings and Grounds for any violations of any such laws or 

regulations, but such authority shall not be construed 

as authorizing the Metropolitan Police force, except 

with the consent or upon the request of the Capitol Po-

lice Board, to enter such buildings to make arrests in 

response to complaints or to serve warrants or to pa-

trol the United States Capitol Buildings and Grounds. 

For the purpose of this section, the word ‘grounds’ shall 

include the House Office Building parking area.’’ 
1973—Pub. L. 93–198 inserted reference to violations of 

any law of the District of Columbia and struck out 

‘‘, with the exception of the streets and roadways 

shown on the map referred to in section 193a of this 

title as being under the jurisdiction and control of the 

Commissioners of the District of Columbia’’ after ‘‘or 

to patrol the United States Capitol Buildings and 

Grounds’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 901(c)(2) of Pub. L. 107–117 ap-

plicable with respect to fiscal year 2002 and each suc-

ceeding fiscal year, see section 174b–2(e) of this title. 
Amendment by section 903(c)(2) of Pub. L. 107–117 ap-

plicable with respect to fiscal year 2002 and each suc-

ceeding fiscal year, see section 175a(e) of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENTS 

Section 103 of Pub. L. 102–397 provided that the 

amendment made by that section is effective Nov. 5, 

1990. 
Section 310 of Pub. L. 102–392 provided that the 

amendment made by that section is effective Nov. 5, 

1990. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1973 AMENDMENT 

Section 771 of Pub. L. 93–198 provided that the amend-

ment made by Pub. L. 93–198 is effective on Jan. 2, 1975, 

if a majority of the registered qualified electors in the 

District of Columbia voting on the charter issue in the 

charter referendum accepted the charter set out in title 

IV of Pub. L. 93–198, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 785. The char-

ter was approved by the voters on May 7, 1974. 

JURISDICTION OF UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE OVER 

TEMPORARY PARKING AREAS DURING CONSTRUCTION 

OF JUDICIARY ANNEX BUILDING 

Pub. L. 101–302, title III, § 313, May 25, 1990, 104 Stat. 

245, provided that: 

‘‘(a) The supervision and jurisdiction of the United 

States Capitol Police shall extend over any area with 

respect to which the Architect of the Capitol has con-

tracted, or otherwise entered into an agreement, for 

parking space in the Union Station parking garage to 

accommodate personnel of the United States Senate 

whose parking privileges have been affected by the con-

struction of the Judiciary Annex Building, and over 

any area and streets necessary to carry out such super-

vision and to travel between such parking area and the 

United States Capitol Grounds. 

‘‘(b) In carrying out such supervision, the United 

States Capitol Police shall have, within any such area 

or street, jurisdiction, concurrent with that of the Met-

ropolitan Police of the District of Columbia, to provide 

security for such personnel and property of such per-

sonnel and of the United States Senate within such 

area or street, and to make arrests for the violation of 

the laws and regulations of the United States and the 

District of Columbia. 

‘‘(c) The provisions of subsections (a) and (b) shall be 

effective only during the period that there is in effect 

a contract or other agreement as referred to in sub-

section (a).’’ 

EXTENSION OF UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE 

SUPERVISION 

Pub. L. 95–175, Nov. 14, 1977, 91 Stat. 1362, provided: 

‘‘That the supervision of the United States Capitol Po-

lice shall extend over that part or parts of the premises 

located at 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast, Wash-

ington, District of Columbia, leased by the Office of 

Technology Assessment. In carrying out such super-

vision, the United States Capitol Police shall have 

within such part or parts jurisdiction, concurrent with 

that of the Metropolitan Police of the District of Co-

lumbia, to provide security for the personnel and prop-

erty of the Office of Technology Assessment within 

such leased premises, and to make arrest therein for 

the violation of the laws and regulations of the United 

States and the District of Columbia.’’ 

POLICE MOTOR VEHICLES USED BY INSTRUCTOR PERSON-

NEL WHILE ON ASSIGNMENT TO FEDERAL LAW EN-

FORCEMENT TRAINING CENTER 

Pub. L. 95–26, title I, § 113, May 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 87, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The Chairman of the Capitol Police Board 

is authorized, subject to such conditions as he may im-

pose, to authorize the assignment of a police motor ve-

hicle for use by instructor personnel of the Capitol Po-

lice Force while assigned to the Federal Law Enforce-

ment Training Center.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193l, 193m, 212c of this title. 

§ 212a–1. Capitol Grounds and Library of Con-
gress Grounds; detail of police 

The Capitol Police Board is authorized to de-
tail police from the House Office, Senate Office, 
and Capitol Buildings for police duty on the 
Capitol Grounds and on the Library of Congress 
Grounds. 

(Pub. L. 96–432, § 5, Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1853.) 


